MESH MEMBRANE INSTALLATION TIPS
SURFACE PREPARATION

· Remove all plaster, wood and contaminated render to bare brick or stone.

· Treat any moulds or fungal decay.

· Remove any sharp or protruding objects that could puncture the Mesh Membrane.

· Repair/make good any defects to walls and mortar joints to ensure solid fixings are obtained. Rake out loose joints, wet well and fill with sand and cement, 4:1, using washed, sharp sand.
WALLS - FIXING & JOINTING 
· Take time and care in hanging the first strip of Mesh Membrane as this acts as the reference point for the rest of the strips. Hang the first strip so that the studded edge with no mesh is adjacent to the next strip to be hung (overlap strips so that the Mesh is continuous, or overlap by 3 studs if it is being cut).
· Fix all Mesh Membrane strips at the top only and allow the Mesh Membrane drops to hang and relax against the wall before fitting the rest of the plugs. 
· Where the Mesh Membrane is being used as a vapor barrier (i.e. only being fitted to the walls) leave a 10mm air gap at the top or use the Profile Strip. Also leave a gap of 10mm at floor level – this can be achieved by lifting the skirting board slightly. (This ensures that air can circulate behind the Mesh Membrane and equalize the vapor pressure). Alternatively where the ceiling is to be fitted after the Mesh Membrane has been installed fit the Mesh Membrane so that it finishes in the void between the ceiling and the floor above.
· Ensure the studs on joint areas are clean and dust free. (Clean the plastic with kitchen roll). Do not use soaps or detergents.
· Complete the Mesh Membrane joints prior to fixing the plugs (in cold conditions it may help to use a gentle heat from a hot air gun to aid sealing of the joints).
· Standard spacing for plugs is 250mm centres (25 plugs per square metre) but always ensure that enough plugs are put in to prevent any movement/flexing of the Mesh Membrane(fewer plugs can be put in when it is planned to Dot and Dab plasterboard onto the Mesh Membrane) . Do not forget to fit a Mastic Rope seal on the plug prior to fitting.
· 8mm is the standard drill bit size for White Plugs. If this results in a loose fit (possibly due to a soft wall/mortar) use a smaller size drill bit. Drill at least 80mm deep, to allow for dust in the hole. If the plugs will not hammer all the way in the hole needs to be drilled deeper.
· Where electrical back boxes (switches, sockets etc) have to fixed to the wall and will stand up through the Mesh Membrane use deep plastic boxes and seal the Mesh Membrane to the box with Corner Tape sticky side out,  held by Mastic Rope before the Mesh Membrane is fitted.
· Where electrical cables have to come through the Mesh Membrane seal with Mastic Rope fitted around the cable before the Mesh Membrane is put against the wall (this ensures that the mesh side of the Mesh Membrane is free of mastic for plastering).
FINISHES
· Mesh  Membrane can be finished with lightweight plasters (i.e. Tilcon Whitewall, Carlite Bonding, Thistle Browning) or a Sand: Lime: Cement render (Ratio 6:1:1. Washed Sharp Sand: Lime: Cement).
· Plasters should be applied in a minimum of two coats.  The 1st coat should be 7-10mm thick and scratched to provide a key for subsequent coats.  The 1st coat should be allowed to dry and harden before applying 2nd coat. Minimum overall plaster thickness should be 15mm, maximum thickness 40mm.
· Renders should be applied in a minimum of two coats.  The 1st coat should be 7-10mm thick and scratched to provide a key for subsequent coats.  The 1st coat should be allowed to dry and harden approx 7-10 days before applying 2nd coat. Minimum overall render thickness should be 15mm, maximum thickness 30mm.
· Mesh Membrane can be finished with plasterboard secured using ‘dot and dab’ adhesive. The plug density can be reduced to about 15 plugs per square metre, one per ‘dab’.
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