KONTRACT MEMBRANE INSTALLATION TIPS
SURFACE PREPARATION

· Remove all plaster, wood and contaminated render to bare brick or stone.

· Treat any moulds or fungal decay.

· Remove any sharp or protruding objects that could puncture the membrane.

· Repair/make good any defects to walls, joints and floors to ensure solid fixings are obtained.
DRAINAGE, SUMPS & PUMPS

· Typical dimensions for Aqua Channel floor cut outs are 75 to 150mm deep x 125 to 150mm wide.
· Aqua Channel to be bedded on 20mm aggregate.
· Fit at least one Jetting Point for every 12 metres of Aqua Channel
· Where Aqua Channel cannot be used because of reinforcing bars in the existing concrete then either a fall must be created or channels (cut into the floor like chevrons) must be formed in the direction of the water collection point.
· Sumps must be installed so that they are accessible for inspection and maintenance. 
· When positioning a sump consider where the power supply is coming from and the route of the outlet pipe work.
WALLS - FIXING & JOINTING 
· Take time and care in hanging the first strip of membrane as this acts as the reference point for the rest of the strips. Hang the first strip so that the studs are against the wall and the studded edge is adjacent to the next strip to be hung; the second strip is hung with the flanged edge overlapping the studded edge.
· Fix all membrane strips at the top only and allow the membrane drops to hang and relax against the wall before fitting the rest of the plugs. 
· Where the membrane is being used as a vapour barrier (i.e. only being fitted to the walls) leave an air gap at the top of 10mm or use the Profile Strip and a gap of 10mm at floor level (this ensures that air can circulate behind the membrane and equalize the vapour pressure). Alternatively where the ceiling is to be fitted after the membrane has been installed fit the membrane so that it finishes in the void between the ceiling and the floor above.
· Ensure the flange and studs on joint areas are clean and dust free (use kitchen roll). Do not use soaps or detergents.
· Complete the membrane joints prior to fixing the plugs (in cold conditions it may help to use a gentle heat from a hot air gun to aid sealing of the joints).
· Fix plugs/battens at spacing to suit plasterboard sizes. Do not forget to fit the seal on the plug prior to fitting.
· 10mm is the standard drill bit size for Black Plugs. If this results in a loose fit (possibly due to a soft wall/mortar) use a smaller size drill bit.
· Where electrical back boxes (switches, sockets etc) have to fixed to the wall and come through the membrane use deep plastic boxes and seal the membrane to the box with Corner Tape.
· Where electrical cables have to come through the membrane seal with either Mastic or Mastic Rope.
BATTENS
· Select batten depth to suit chosen insulation thickness.
· Where the position of any room furniture such as radiators, cupboards etc is known pre-fix battens ready for final fixing.

· Where approx’ position of large room furniture (such as cupboards) is known, but final fixing positions have not been determined, fix plywood sheets between battens rather than insulation material.
FLOORS 

· Lay the membrane with the studs facing downwards onto the floor. 
· Do not lay membranes on soft/sandy surfaces that the studs will sink into (this will result in there being no gap for air or water to move through).
· Ensure there are no undulations or depressions that will allow water to pool under the membrane (dub out/level the floor as required).
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